10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

SLS 12RS-382 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2012
SENATE BILL NO. 597

BY SENATOR APPEL AND REPRESENTATIVES CARTER AND KLECKLEY

STUDENTS. Expandsthe Student Scholarshipsfor Educational Excellence Program. (gov
sig)

AN ACT
ToR.S. 17:158(A)(1), 3973(3) through (6), 3981(4), 3982(A)(1)(a) and (2), 3983(A)(3)(a),
(4)(@), (b), and (d), (B)(2), and (D), 3991(B)(3) and (13), (C)(1)(c)(iv) and (6),
D)(2)(a)(i), and (H), 3992(A)(1), 3995(A)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (c),
3996(C) and (G), 3998, 4001(A) and (C)(1) and (2), and 4011 through 4025, to enact
R.S. 17:10.5(F), 3973(2)(b)(vi), (7), and (8), 3981(7) and (8), 3981.1, 3981.2,
3982(A)(3) and (4), 3983(A)(2)(d) and (3)(d) and (G), 3992(D), and Part VII of
Chapter 42 of Title 17 of the Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S.
17:4002 through 4007, and to repeal R.S. 17:3991(B)(9) and 3996(A)(16) and
(B)(4), relative to school choice; to provide relative to the Student Scholarships for
Educational Excellence Program; to provide relative to program eligibility and
participation requirements for students and schools; to provide relative to selection
and enrollment of eligible students; to provide relative to funding and payments to
eligible schools including eligible nonpublic schools; to provide for reports; to
provide for the submission of petitions by parents requesting that a school be
transferred to the Recovery School District under certain conditions; to requirerules

and regulations to be adopted by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
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Education for the petition process; to change charter proposal submissiontimelines,

to provide amechanism for Type 1 and Type 3 charter schools to convert to a Type

2 charter school under certain conditions; to authorize the state board to alow the

state superintendent of education and the superintendent of the Recovery School

District to amend the charter of Type 5 charter schools to accommodate a unified

enrollment system; to modify theinitial charter period; to providefor charter school

admission requirements; to allow foreign language immersion schools to establish
special admission standards; to provide for the qualifications of teachers; to provide
relative to the evaluation of charter school teachers and other school employees; to
providerelativeto teacher certification requirements; to removetherequirement that
charter schools comply with lawsrelative to thelength of the school year; to provide
for the Course Choice Program; to provide for program definitions and funding; to
provide for the powers of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
and local public school systems relative to course providers; to provide relative to
entities that authorize charter schools; to provide for certification of certain state
agencies and nonprofit corporations as charter authorizers; to providerelativeto the
responsibilities of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education with
respect to certification of such authorizers; to provide relative to requirements,
powers, responsibilities, and limitations of such authorizers; to provide relative to
schools whose charter is authorized by such entities, including matters related to
funding for such schools; to providefor procedures, processes, fees, and regulations;
and to provide for related matters.

Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 17:158(A)(1), 3973(3) through (6), 3981(4), 3982(A)(1)(a) and (2),
3983(A)(3)(a), (4)(a), (b), and (d), (B)(2), and (D), 3991(B)(3) and (13), (C)(1)(c)(iv) and
(6), (D)(2)(A)(i), and (H), 3992(A)(1), 3995(A)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (c), 3996(C)
and (G), 3998, 4001(A) and (C)(1) and (2), and 4011 through 4025 are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 17:10.5(F), 3973(2)(b)(vi), (7), and (8), 3981(7) and (8), 3981.1, 3981..2,

3982(A)(3) and (4), 3983(A)(2)(d) and (3)(d) and (G), 3992(D), and Part V11 of Chapter 42
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of Title 17 of the Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 17:4002 through 4007

are enacted to read as follows:
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810.5. School and district accountability; failing schools; transfer to Recovery

School District;_parent petitions

* * *

F.(1) Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof Par agraph (A)(1) of thisSection,

apublic school or public charter school shall beremoved from thejurisdiction

of thecity, parish, or other local public school board or other public entity and

transferred to thejurisdiction of the Recovery School District if such transfer

is approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and

both of the following conditions ar e met:

(a) Parentsor legal quardiansrepresenting at least fifty-one per cent of

the students attending the school sign a petition reguesting that the school be

transferred tothe Recovery School District.

(b) The school has received a letter grade of "F" or any variation

ther eof, pursuant to the Louisiana School and District Accountability System

for three consecutive years.

(2) The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall

develop and adopt rulesand regulationsfor implementation of this Subsection

which shall include but not be limited to:

(a) Thefor mat and procedur esfor submittingapetition pur suant tothis

Subsection tothestatesuperintendent of education tobebrought by him before

the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for review pursuant

to the process established for the consider ation of schools dligible for transfer

to the Recovery School District as provided in this Section.

(b) A requirement that each student may besigned for by hisparentsor

legal guardians only one time on any given petition such that each student

equals one signature.

(c) Signature validation procedures that include the following
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reguirements:

(i) That upon submission of a petition, the state Department of

Education shall determineif thenumber of signaturesrepresentsat least fifty-

one per cent of the students attending the schoal.

(i) That the signatures be assumed valid unless challenged or thereis

reasonable doubt of their validity. If validity is challenged or doubted, the

department shall, within forty-five calendar days, review and verify the

signatures. |f thedepartment findsthat thenumber of valid signatur esisfewer

than thefifty-oneper cent requir ed, parentsor legal guar diansshall havethirty

calendar days, commencing with a date specified by the department, to resolve

such discrepancies and collect the signatures of additional parents or legal

guardians. Signatures shall not be discounted over technicalities if the clear

intent of the parent or legal guardian wasto support the petition.

(d) Transfer proceduresfor studentswho choose not toremain enrolled

at theschool asaresult of thestateboard'sdecision to transfer theschool tothe

jurisdiction of the Recovery School District.

(3) ThestateDepartment of Education shall maintain r ecordsregar ding

the contents and outcomes of the petitions.

(4) Parents or legal guardians shall be free from harassment, threats,

and intimidation related to circulation of or signing a petition.

(5) School and district resour ces shall not be used to support or oppose

any effort by petitioning parents or legal guardians to gather signatures and

submit a petition.

8158. School buses for transportation of students; employment of bus operators;
alternative means of transportation; improvement of school bus turnarounds
A.(1) Except asprovided by Subsection H of this Section and in accordance
with the requirements of Subsection F of this Section, each city, parish, and other

local public school board shall provide free transportation for any student attending
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aschool of suitable grade approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education within the jurisdictional boundaries of the local board if the student

resides more than one mile from such school. Thisrequirement shall not apply to

any student attending a nonpublic school pursuant to R.S. 17:4011 through

4025.

§3973. Definitions
Asused in this Chapter, the following words, terms, and phrases shall have
the meaning ascribed to them in this Section except when the context clearly

indicates a different meaning:

* * *

)

(b) Charter schools shall be one of the following types:

* * *

(vi) Type 1B, which means a new school or a preexisting public school

operated as the result of and pursuant to a charter between the nonpr ofit

corporation created to operate the school and a local charter authorizer.

Within such charter schools, pupils who reside within the statewill be eligible

to attend as provided in the charter.

(3) "Chartering authority" means either alocal school board, alocal charter

authorizer, or the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

(4) "Local charter authorizer" means an entity certified by the state

board in accordance with this Chapter to enter into agreements with charter

school operators.

(5) "Locd school board" means any city, parish, or other local public school
board.
£5) (6) "Public service organization" means any community-based group of

fifty or more persons incorporated under the laws of this state that meets all of the
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following requirements:

(@) Hasacharitable, eleemosynary, or philanthropic purpose.

(b) Isqualified as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c) of the
United States Internal Revenue Code and is organized for a public purpose.

€6y (7) "State board" means the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education.

(8) "Charter operator” or "chartering group” means a local school

board or nonpr ofit cor poration created to oper ate a charter school.

* * *

83981. State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; powers and duties
relative to charter schools

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall:

(4) Review each proposed charter in a timely manner aneH-the-orderin
whieh-sabmittted and determinewhether each proposed charter complieswiththelaw
and rules and whether the proposal is valid, complete, financially well-structured,
educationally sound, whether it provides for a master plan for improving behavior
and discipline in accordance with R.S. 17:252, whether it provides a plan for
collecting datain accordance with R.S. 17:3911, and whether it offers potential for
fulfilling the purposes of this Chapter. The board shall engage in an application
review process that complies with the latest Principles and Standards for Quality
Charter School Authorizing, as promulgated by the National Association of Charter
School Authorizers, and shall provide for an independent evaluation of the charter
proposal by a third party with educational, organizational, legal, and financial

expertise.

(7) _Approve common charter applications developed by the state

Department of Education for useby all charteringauthoritiesin thestate. Such

applicationsshall providefor acharter operator to submit onecharter proposal
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for thepur posesof oper ating onecharter school or acharter operator to submit

one charter proposal for the purposes of operating multiple charter schools.

(8) Actively recruit charter operatorsthat offer a program of study or

propose to offer a program of study that effectively addresses regional

workforce needs, such as career and technical education, Industry Based

Certifications, and vocational cour se work.

83981.1. Stateboard; powersand dutiesrelativeto local charter authorizers

A. Thestate board shall:

(1) Approveaprocessfor certifying entitiesaslocal charter authorizers

as mor e fully specified in this Section.

(2) Not certify any entity asalocal charter authorizer under this Section

unlessit isin compliance with procedures and regulations established by the

state board and the entity meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Theentity iseither astate agency or a nonpr ofit cor por ation having

an educational mission, including but not limited to a nonpr ofit cor por ation of

a philanthropic or policy nature, a L ouisiana public postsecondary education

institution, or a nonpr ofit cor por ation established by the gover ning authority

of a parish or municipality.

(b) The entity does not operate any charter schools. An entity which

oper ates charter schools may not be certified as alocal charter authorizer.

(c) The entity has been incorporated for not lessthan threeyears.

(d) The entity hasin its possession not lessthan five hundred thousand

dollarsin assets asreported to the L ouisiana Department of Revenue.

(3) _Review each proposed local charter authorizer in atimely manner

and determine whether each proposed local charter authorizer complies with

the law _and rules and whether the proposal is valid, complete, financially

well-structur ed, and educationally sound, whether it providesfor amaster plan

of academic excellence relative to the schools it shall oversee, whether it

provides a plan for _developing the capacity to authorize not fewer than five
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schools and ensuresthe state board that it intendsto authorize not fewer than

five schools, and whether it offers potential for fulfilling the purposes of this

Chapter. Theboard shall engagein an application review pr ocessthat complies

with the latest Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School

Authorizing, as promulgated by the National Association of Charter School

Authorizers, and shall provide for an independent evaluation of the charter

proposal by athird party with educational, or ganizational, legal, and financial

expertise.

(4) Certify fewer than five local charter authorizersto operatein any

Regional Labor Market Area, as defined by the Louisiana Workforce

Commission, at any given time.

(5) Approve a process by which charter schools authorized by a local

charter authorizer shall betransferred to the state board as Type 2 or Type 5
charter schools should the local charter authorizer lose its certification by the
state board or otherwise cease to exist.

(6) The state board shall monitor and evaluate the schools authorized

by a local charter authorizer in accordance with the school and district

accountability system.

B. Theinitial certification of a local charter authorizer shall be for a

period of five years. After the third year of operation of any charter school

authorized by thelocal chartering authorizer, the state board shall conduct a

thorough review of the authorizer's activities and the performance of the

charter schools authorized by thelocal charter authorizer, in accordance with

the school and district accountability system. If the average performance of

these charter schoolsis a letter grade of "C", "D", or "F" or any variation

thereof, the authorizer shall be placed on probation and submit a plan for

improvingtheperfor manceof theschoolsunder itsauthority tothestateboard.

C. If theaverage performance of the charter schools authorized by the

local charter authorizer isaletter gradeof " C" or any variation ther eof, after
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the initial certification period, the state board may recertify the local charter

authorizer under the condition that the local charter authorizer may not

authorize any additional schools until the aver age per for mance of the charter

schools authorized by thelocal charter authorizer isaletter grade of "A" or

"B" or any variation thereof. Thelocal charter authorizer may maintain the

charter schoolsit has previously approved.

D. If the aver age performance of the charter schools authorized by the

local charter authorizer is a letter grade of "D" or "F" or _any variation

ther eof, after the initial certification period, the state board shall not recertify

the local charter authorizer and shall provide for the transfer the charter

schools authorized by thelocal charter authorizer tothe stateboard as Type 2

or Type5 charter schools.

E. After the initial certification period, the state board may grant

renewal of certification for additional periods of not lessthan three years nor

mor e than ten vears after thorough review of the local chartering authority's

activities and the performance of the charter schools authorized by the local

charter authorizer. Thestateboar d shall continueto conduct athorough review

of the authorizer's activities and the performance of the charter schools

authorized by thelocal charter authorizer. in accordance with the school and

district accountability system, every threeyears. | f at any threeyear review, the

conditions specified in Subsections C and D of this Section are met, the

outcomes specified in those Subsections shall apply.

F. Nothing shall prohibit the state board from rescinding a charter

approval or _agreement between a local charter authorizer and a charter

oper ator should thestateboard find that in appr ovingtheapplicant or entering

the agreement the authorizer has failed to comply with laws and regulations,

including but not limited to whether thelocal charter authorizer has engaged

in_a transparent application review process that complies with the latest

Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing, as
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promulgated by the National Association of Charter School Authorizers, and

has provided for an independent evaluation of the charter proposal by athird

party with educational, or ganizational, legal, and financial expertise.

83981.2. Local charter authorizers;, powers and duties

A.(1)(a) A local charter authorizer shall comply with R.S. 17:3983 and

shall review and formally act upon charter proposalsreceived within timelines

established by the StateBoar d of Elementary and Secondary Educationthat are

consistent with national best practicesin charter school authorizing. Such time

lines shall require, at a minimum, an annual charter process in which local

charter authorizers are afforded at least ninety days to evaluate such

applications. In conducting such review, the local charter authorizer shall

determine whether the proposed charter complies with the law and rules,

whether the proposal is valid, complete, financially well-structured, and

educationally sound, whether it provides for a master plan for improving

behavior and disciplinein accordance with R.S. 17:252, whether it providesa

plan for collecting data in accordancewith R.S. 17:3911, and whether it offers

potential for fulfilling the purposes of this Chapter. The local charter

authorizer shall engage in_a transparent application review process that

complies with the latest Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School

Authorizing, as promulgated by the National Association of Charter School

Authorizers, and shall provide for an independent evaluation of the charter

proposal by athird party with educational, or ganizational, legal, and financial

expertise. Each local charter authorizer shall useacommon charter application

developed by the state Department of Education and approved by the state

board, but may reqguest additional infor mation from applicants as needed.

(b) A local charter authorizer may accept charter proposals and notify

charter applicants of its final decision pursuant to time lines approved by the

state board. Notifications of charter proposals denied shall include written

explanation of the reasonsfor such denial.
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(2) Thelocal charter authorizer shall make public through its website,

and in printed form upon request, thefollowing:

(a) Theguidelinesfor submitting acharter proposal in accordancewith

Par agraph (1) of this Subsection.

(b) All formsreguired for submission of a charter proposal.

(c) The time lines established for accepting and reviewing charter

proposals.

(d) Theprocessthat will beused toreview charter proposals submitted

to the board.

(e) Thenameand contact infor mation for aprimary point of contact for

charter proposals.

(3) If any local charter authorizer failsto comply with Paragraphs (1)

and (2) of this Subsection, the charter applicant may submit itsproposal tothe

state board for its review and approval as a Type 2 charter. The state board

shall make a deter mination asto whether thelocal charter authorizer failed to

comply with Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection prior to reviewing the

charter proposal. If the state board findsthat thelocal charter authorizer has

not adequately complied with Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection, it shall

notify thelocal charter authorizer and per mit the charter applicant to submit

itsproposal to thestateboard for itsreview or may rescind a charter approval

or agreement between alocal charter authorizer and a chartering or ganization

pursuant to R.S. 17:3981.1(H). The state board shall review each proposal

according to the process set forth in R.S. 17:3981(4) and shall provide written

notification of itsfinal decision to the charter applicant pursuant to timelines

established by the state board.

B. If alocal charter authorizer losesitscertification from thestateboard

or otherwise ceases to exist, all of its public assets which it has acquired as a

local charter authorizer pursuant tothis Chapter shall becomethe property of

the state board. Each charter school authorizer shall document all assets
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acquired from private funds.

C.If apreexisting public school or charter school convertstoaType 1B,

studentspreviously enrolled in theschool shall maintain their seat at the

school unless they choose otherwise.

83982. Local school boards; duties
A.(1))(@)() Loca school boards shall comply with R.S. 17:3983 and shall

review and formally act upon each prepesed charter proposal received within time

lines established by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

that are consistent with national best practicesin charter school authorizing

. Such time

lines shall reguire, at a minimum, an annual charter application process in

which local school boards are afforded at least ninety days to evaluate such

applications. In detng conducting such review, the local school board shall
determine whether each proposed charter complies with the law and rules, whether
the proposal isvalid, complete, financially well-structured, and educationally sound,
whether it provides for a master plan for improving behavior and discipline in
accordance with R.S. 17:252, whether it provides a plan for collecting data in
accordance with R.S. 17:3911, and whether it offers potential for fulfilling the
purposes of this Chapter. Thelocal board shall engage in atransparent application
review process that complies with the latest Principles and Standards for Quality
Charter School Authorizing, as promulgated by the National Association of Charter
School Authorizers, and shall provide for an independent evaluation of the charter

proposal by a third party with educational, organizational, legal, and financial

expertise. Each local board shall use a common charter application developed

by thestate Department of Education and appr oved by thestateboard, but may

reguest additional infor mation from applicants as needed.

(it) A local school board may accept charter proposal s titi-ebruary-twenty-

eharterthg-grotp and notify charter applicants of its final decision pursuant to
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timelinesapproved by the state board. Notificationsof charter proposals denied

shall include written explanation of the reasons for such denial.

(2) The loca school board shall make public through its website, and in
printed form upon request, the guidelinesfor submitting acharter proposal, al forms
required for submission of acharter proposal, thetimelines established for accepting

and reviewing charter proposals in_accordance with Item (1)(a)(ii) of this

Subsection, the process that will be used to review charter proposals submitted to
the board, and the name and contact information for a primary point of contact for

charter proposals.

(3) If any local board failsto comply with Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this

Subsection, thecharter applicant may submit itsproposal tothestateboard for

its review and approval as a Type 2 charter. The state board shall make a

determination asto whether thelocal board failed to comply with Paragraphs

(1) and (2) of thisSubsection prior toreviewingthecharter proposal. | f thestate

board findsthat thelocal board has not adequately complied with Paragraphs

(1) and (2) of this Subsection, it shall notify the local board and permit the

charter applicant to submit its proposal to the state board for itsreview. The

stateboard shall review each proposal accordingtotheprocessset forthin R.S.

17:3981(4) and shall provide written notification of its final decision to the

charter applicant pursuant to timelines established by the state boar d.

(4) A local school board shall agreetorent any building at no morethan

fair market value in which a school that has applied to a local charter

authorizer, subject to the school entering into an agreement with that

authorizer, for the Type 1B school to remain in the building in which it was

previousy housed for the length of the charter agreement.

* * *
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83983. Chartering process by type; eligibility; limitations; faculty approval,
parental approval

A.

)

(d) Each proposal for a Type 1B charter school shall be made to a

certified local charter authorizer. | f, after review asrequired by R.S. 17:3982.1,

thelocal charter authorizer deniesthe proposal, or if conditions placed on the

proposal by thelocal charter authorizer, asprovided in Paragraph (B)(2) of this

Section, are not acceptable to those proposing the charter, then a proposal for

aType 2 charter school may be madeto the state board.

year—Theboeard state board shall review and take action on every Type 2 and Type

4 charter application it receives. Fhe-beart—shaH—rot—eapprove—any—charter

(d)(i) Not later than January 1, 2013, the state board shall create a

processfor authorizing multiplecharter schoolsfor qualified charter operators

that have a demonstrated record of success. The process shall include the

evaluation of performanceof charter operator sthat do not oper ateany schools

in L ouisiana based on the perfor mance of schools operated in other states.

(ii) Charter operatorsthat meet thecriteriaestablished pursuant toltem

this Subsection shall be eligible to enter into a perfor mance-based r eplication

contract with the state board.

(iii) For the purposes of this Chapter, a performance-based replication
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contr act shall mean a contr act that providesfor theoper ation of morethan one

charter school in the same charter agreement such that certain student

achievement based performance tar gets shall be met for each school that is opened

prior to opening any subseguent schools authorized under that contract, as

deter mined by state board.

(4)(@ A local school board and a local charter authorizer may enter into

any charter it finds valid, complete, financially well-structured, and educationally
sound after meeting the requirements of this Chapter. Each such charter entered into

shall be reported by the local school board or local charter authorizer to the State

state board not less than two

state board may
approve applications for charters as it has determined acceptable pursuant to R.S.

17:3981(2).

it firet-of-cepl _

(d) Priortotheconsideration of acharter school proposal by any local school

board, alocal charter authorizer, or the state board, each charter applicant shall be

afforded the opportunity to

awr itten responseto theindependent eval uation conducted in accordancewithR.S.

17:3981(4) and R.S. 17:3982(A)(1)(8)(i) or R.S. 17:3982.1(A)(1)(a), asapplicable.

Such responseshall beavailabletotheindependent reviewer sfor consider ation

prior toissuing afinal recommendation to thelocal school board, local charter

authorizer, or state board. However, if a proposal is not approved by the loca

school board or local charter authorizer and then also not approved by the state

board within the same approval cycle, then the proposal shall be submitted to the

local school board or a local charter authorizer for its consideration during the

next approval cycle prior to being submitted to the state board.
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(2) Additionally, each approved charter may be approved subject to whatever
other resolutory or suspensive conditions the chartering authority requires provided

those entering into the charter agree with the conditions. |f thelocal board or local

charter authorizer seeksto amend the charter agreement in a manner that is

unacceptabletothecharter school or if thecharter school findsrequested terms

for charter renewal tobeunacceptable, thecharter school may petition thestate

board to convert to a Type 2 charter school. Upon receipt of such request, the

stateboard shall notify thelocal board or local charter authorizer of thereguest

and shall permit the local board to provide a response prior to any action on

such request.

D.(1) Prior to approving acharter for a Type 1 or Type 3 school, the local
school board considering the proposal shall hold a public meeting for the purpose of
considering the proposal and receiving publicinput. Such meeting shall be held after
reasonabl e efforts have been made by the board to notify the public of the meeting
and its content.

(2) Prior toapproving acharter for aType 1B school, thelocal charter

authorizer consideringtheproposal shall hold apublic meeting for thepur pose

of receiving public input. Such meeting shall be held in the general areato be

served by theschool after reasonableeffortshavebeen madeto notify thepublic

of the meeting and its content.

(3) Approval by alocal charter authorizer shall bein accordance with

the conditions of its certification as established by the state boar d.

* * *

G. If thelocal school system in which acharter operator intendsto apply

to operateaschool hasreceived aletter gradedesignation of " D" or " F" or any
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variation thereof, then aproposal for a Type 2 charter school may be madeto

the state board.

83991. Charter schools; requirements; limitations; renewal ; amendment; revocation

* * *

B. Each proposed charter shall contain or make provision for the following:

* * *

(3) Admissionrequirements, if any, that are consistent with the school'srole,

scope, and mission may be established pur suant torulespromulgated by the state

board. Suchadmission requirementsshall be specific and shall include asystem for
admission decisions which precludes exclusion of pupils based on race, religion,
gender, ethnicity, national origin, intelligence level asascertained by an intelligence
guotient examination, or identification as a ehttd student with an exceptionality as

defined in R.S—1#1943(4) R.S. 17:1942(B). Such admission requirements may

include, however, specific requirements related to a school's mission such as

auditions for schools with a performing arts mission or achievement-of-acerta

y proficiency in a foreign

language for schools with a language immersion mission. No local board shall

assign any pupil to attend a charter school.

* * *

(13) Manner inwhich teachersand other school employeeswill be evaluated

in accordance with R.S. 17:3997.

* * *

C. A charter school shall:

(1)

(©

(iv) Unlessotherwise provided for within the charter, charter school smay not
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enroll in any given year more than one hundred twenty percent of the total number
of students which had been approved in their charter without formally amending

their charter. The state board may authorize the state superintendent of

education and the superintendent of the Recovery School District to amend the

charter of any Type 5 charter school participating in a unified enrollment

system administered by the Recovery School District for the purpose of

adjusting student enrollment limitations.

H—Therematnthgporttonefthe All instructional staff shall meetatteastone

of-the-foHowingreguirerments have at least a baccalaur eate degree and shall be

subject to al provisions of state law relative to background checks applicable to the

employment of public school personnel.
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(2)(a)(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 17:158(A), if the local
school board is requested to provide transportation services to a charter school
student pursuant to R.S. 17:158, then the charter school receiving the transportation
services shall reimburse the local school board for the actual cost of providing such

transportation unless an amount less than actual cost is agreed upon by both

parties.

H.(1) Any assets acquired by a Type 1, 2, 3, or 5 charter school are the
property of that charter school for the duration of that school's charter agreement.
Any assets acquired by a Type 4 charter school are the property of the local school
board. If the charter agreement of any Type 1, 2, 3, or 5 charter school is revoked
or the school otherwise ceasesto operate, all assets purchased with any public funds
become the property of the chartering authority. Charter schools are to maintain
records of any assets acquired with any private funds which remain the property of
the nonprofit organization operating the charter school.

(2) Any assetsacquired by a Type 1B charter school arethe property of

that charter school for the duration of that school's charter agreement. If the

charter agreement is revoked or the school otherwise ceases to operate, all

assets purchased with public funds become the property of the chartering

authority. Charter schoolsareto maintain recor ds of any assetsacquir ed with

any private funds which remain the property of the nonprofit corporation

operating the charter school.

* * *
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83992. Charter revision and renewal
A.(1) Unless revoked as provided for in Subsection C of this Section, an

approved school charter shall be valid for an initial period of five four years and

may be extended for a maximum initial term of five years, contingent upon the

results of the-repertingrequtrements—atthe-end a review conducted after the

completion of thethird year as provided in R-S—1#3998(A){(2);and R.S. 17:3998.

Theinitial five-year charter may berenewed for additional periods of not lessthan

three nor more than ten years after thorough review by the approving chartering
authority of the charter school's operations and compliance with charter

requirements.

chartering authority shall notify the chartering group in writing of any decisions

made relative to the renewa or nonrenewal of a school's charter not later than
January thirty-first of the year in which the charter would expire. A notification that
a charter will not be renewed shall include written explanation of the reasons for
such non-renewal. Pursuant to Subsection C of this Section and using such annual
review process, a charter may be revoked for failure to meet agreed-upon academic
results as specified in the charter.

* * *

D. For each charter school which hasmet the criteria of Subparagraph

(A)(2)(c) of this Section pursuant to automaticrenewal , acharter operator shall

bedligibleto open and oper atetwo additional schoolsthat servethesameagrade

levels and the same enrollment boundariesasdefined in the charter agreement

of the school meeting the criteria of Subparagraph (A)(2)(c) of this Section

without formal application to the chartering authority with which the charter

agreement for the school that meets the criteria of Subparagraph (A)(2)(c) of

this Section is held. The charter operator shall notify its chartering authority

of its intent to open one or two additional charter schools pursuant to this
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Section at least one-hundred and twenty calendar days prior to the day on

which each additional school shall enroll students. At least ninety calendar days

prior to the day on which each additional school shall enroll students, the

chartering authority shall enter into a charter agreement with the charter

oper ator for each additional school and shall notify thestateboard of itsaction.

§3995. Charter school funding

A.(1) Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, for the purpose of
funding, a Type 1, Type 3, and Type 4 charter school shall be considered an
approved public school of thelocal school board entering into the charter agreement
and shall receive aper pupil amount each year from the local school board based on
the October first membership count of the charter school. Except as otherwise
provided by this Subsection, Type 1B and Type 2 charter schools shall receive aper

pupil amount each year

pupt—amoetnt state board each year as provided in the Minimum Foundation

Program approved formula. A local charter authorizer shall not retain morethan

two per cent of the per pupil amount for administrative purposes. Theper pupil

amount provided to a Type 1, 1B, 2, 3, or 4 charter school shall be computed
annually and shall be equal to no less than the per pupil amount received by the
school district in which the charter school is located from the following sources
based on the district's October first membership count:

(c) The provisions of this Paragraph permitting the calculation of the per
pupil amount to be providedtoaType 1, 1B, 2, 3, or 4 charter school to exclude any
portion of local revenues specifically dedicated by the legidlature or by voter
approval to capital outlay or debt service, shall be applicable only to acharter school
housed in afacility or facilities provided by the district in which the charter school

islocated.
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83996. Charter schools; exemptions; requirements

C. A charter school established and operated in accordance with the
provisions of this Chapter shall comply with state and federal laws and regulations
otherwise applicable to public schools with respect to civil rights and individuals
withdisabilities. Any Type 1B, Type2, or Type5 charter school shall be considered
the local education agency for the purposes of any special education funding or
statutory definitions, while the local school board shall remain the local education
agency for any Type 1, 3, or 4 charter school.

G. All charter schools established and operated in accordance with the
provisions of this Chapter shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 39:1301 through
1315. Each Type 1, 3, and 4 charter school annually shall submit its budget to the
local school board that approved its charter, and such board shall submit the charter
school's budget to the state superintendent of education in accordance with the

provisionsof R.S. 17:88. Each Type 1B charter school annually shall submit its

budget to its authorizer. Each Type 2 and Type 5 charter school annually shall

submit its budget directly to the state superintendent of education.

* * *

§3998. Reports, review

A.{3) Each chartering authority shall report to the state board on the number
of schools chartered, the status of those schools, and any recommendations by July
first of each year.

2y B. Each charter school shall provide-a—comprehensiverepert-to be
reviewed by its chartering authority at-the-end after the completion of the third

year. If the charter school isachieving its stated goals and objectives pursuant to its

approved charter, then the chartering authority shall extend the duration of the

charter for the-additronal-two-yearperiod a maximum initial term of fiveyearsas
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provided in R.S. 17:3992(A)(1). If the charter school isnot achieving its stated

goals and objectives pursuant to its approved charter, then the chartering

authority shall not extend the duration of the charter and it shall expire at the

end of the school'sfourth vear.

84001. Louisiana Charter School Start-Up Loan Fund; creation; purpose
distribution
A. The Louisiana Charter School Start-Up Loan Fund, hereafter referred to
as the "fund", is hereby created within the state treasury for the purposes of
providing asource for funding no-interest loansto assist both existing and new type

Typel, Type 1B, type Type 2, or type Type 3 charter schools with initial start-up

funding and for funding the administrative and legal cost associated with the charter

school program.

state board
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shall administer the use of the monies appropriated from the fund and shall adopt
rulesin accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. The adopted rules shall
specify that state board approval of any type Type 2 charter school proposa that
includes within its budget a request for loan funding which complies with the
provisions of this Section and details regarding how those loan funds are to be
expended, shall constitute the approval of that loan amount. No additional loan
application paperwork shall be required. Any type Type 1 or type Type 3 charter

school approved by their local school board and a Type 1B charter school

approved by a certified local charter authorizer shall be required to submit no

morethan their approved charter proposal and adetailed budget identifying how any
loan funds are to be expended and how such request complies with the provisions of
this Section. The state board may reject any such request which does not comply
with terms of this Section. Such rules shall also note that any loan funding may only
be used to purchase tangible items such as equipment, technology, instructional
materials, and facility acquisition, upgrade, and repairs. Such equipment or other
items shall become the property of the state if the loan is not fully repaid by virtue
of the school ceasing to operate during the three years of automatic loan repayment
as noted in Paragraph (3) of this Subsection.

(2) Loans shall be made only to type Type 1, Type 1B, type Type 2, and

type Type 3 charter schools and shall not exceed one hundred thousand dollars to
pay for charter school start-up and early operating expenses. No money lent as
provided in this Section may be used to pay prior debts of the nonprofit corporation
which formed the charter school, any of the natural persons principally involvedin
forming the charter school, or any former or current business or nonprofit venture
of any such natural personsfor any purchase not related to the creation of the charter
school, or to pay to members of the immediate family of any such natural persons,

or to make any investments.

PART VII. COURSE PROVIDERS

84002.1. Course Providers; short title
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This Part shall be known asthe" Cour se Choice Program".

84002.2. L egidative findings

Thelegislatur e finds and declares that:

(1) Itisin the public interest that all L ouisana school children have

access to the type and format of education that best meets the needs of the

individual student, that each student hasdifferent needsthat merit avariety of

cour se choices on theindividual student level, and that the state hastheright,

responsibility, duty, and obligation to accomplish the objective of a quality,

individualized education for all L ouisiana children.

(2) Enrollment of children in course work offered by course providers

isin compliancewith the objectivesof L ouisiana's compulsory attendancelaw;

course providers in Louisiana make a significant educational and economic

contribution towar dsmeetingthegoal of aquality, individualized education for

every Louisiana school child; and L ouisiana has recognized and encour aged

that contribution through on-line education and dual enrollment in

postsecondary education institutions for many years.

(3) Effective course providersexist in Louisiana.

(4) Courseproviderscan offer aquality education to studentsand it is

in the publicinterest to offer students the means of accessing the educational

opportunities offered by per course providers by providing students with the

public funds allocated to them from local and state sources to enroll in such

courses.

(5) Postsecondary education institutions can serve as quality course

providers for students who seek advanced level course work or technical or

vocational instruction.

(6) Online or virtual course providers can serve as quality course

providers for students who desire additional access to high quality cour ses,

especially but not limited to those students enrolled at low-performing public

schooals, studentswho for reasonsof geogr aphy may not beableto exer cisetheir
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right to educational choice, and students who may desire an alternative

schooling schedule or calendar.

(7) Businessand industry can serveasquality cour seprovider sthat offer

coursework in their particular field or expertisewith thegoal of increasingthe

skilled wor kforcerequired for arobust L ouisiana economy.

84002.3. Definitions

As used in this Part, unless otherwise clearly indicated, the following

terms mean:

(1) "Eligible funded student" means any student who resides in

L ouisiana and meets one of thefollowing criteria:

(a) Isattending apublic school that received aletter gradeof"C"," D",

or"F",or any variation ther eof, accordingtothel ouisiana School and District

Accountability System.

(b) Isattending a public school that does not offer the coursein which

the student desiresto enroll, as deter mined by the state board.

(c) Isenrolled in an approved home study program.

(d) Is a scholarship recipient pursuant to R.S. 17:4013 and attends a

participating school in accordance with R.S. 17:4011 through 4025.

(2) " Eligible participating student” means any student who residesin

L ouisiana and meets one of thefollowing criteria:

(a) Isattending a public school that hasreceived aletter gradeof " A" or

"B",or any variation ther eof, accordingtotheschool and district accountability

system.

(b) Is attending a nonpublic school that is approved, provisionally

approved, or probationally approved by thestateboard pursuant toRS17:11.

(3) " Courseprovider" meansan entity that offersindividual coursesin

person or online, including but not limited to online or virtual education

providers, postsecondary education institutions, and cor porations that offer

vocational or technical coursework in their field, and have been authorized to
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provide such courses by the state board.

(4) " Stateboard" meansthe State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education.

84002.4. Stateboard; powersand dutiesrelativeto per course providers

A.(1) Not later than January 1, 2013, the state board shall create a

process for authorizing course providers that shall determine whether each

proposed cour seprovider complieswith thelaw and rules, whether thepr oposal

isvalid, complete, financially well-str uctur ed, and educationally sound, whether

it provides a plan for collecting data in accordance with R.S. 17:3911, and

whether it offers potential for fulfilling the purposes of this Part. The state

board shall provide for an independent evaluation of the proposal by a third

party with educational, or ganizational, legal, and financial expertise.

(2) Theprocessshall providefor an agr eement with the cour se provider

that shall include, at a minimum, a plan for implementing or_providing the

following:

(a) Administration of state assessments as required by the school and

district accountability system, except to students as defined by R.S.

17:4004(1)(c).

(b) Theparishesor local school systemsin which theper cour seprovider

will operate.

(c) Proposed cour ses offered, alignment of said cour ses by the course

provider with the requirements provided in R.S. 17:24.4, and the designated

length of each cour se offer ed.

(d) Alignment of the cour ses offered by the course provider with any

typeof approved L ouisianadiploma, includingthoseprovidedin R.S. 17:183.2,

183.3, and 236.1.

(e) Assurances that the course provider shall, to the best of its ability,

collabor ate and coordinate with alocal school system or other school in which

adligible funded student or eligible participating student is enrolled full time.
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B. (1) The initial authorization of the course provider shall be for a

period of threeyears. After thesecond year of theinitial authorization period,

the state board shall conduct a thorough review of the course provider's

activities and the student achievement perfor mance of the studentsenrolled in

cour ses offered by the course provider in accordance with the school and

district accountability system. |f the performance of the students enrolled in

cour ses offered by the course provider pursuant to the school and district

accountability system does not meet performance standards set by the state

board, the state board shall place the cour se provider on probation.

(2) After theinitial threeyear authorization period, thestateboard may

reauthorize the course provider for additional periods of not less than three

years nor more than five years after thorough review of the course provider's

activities and theachievement of studentsenrolled in cour sesoffer ed by thecour se

provider.

(3) The state board shall monitor and evaluate the cour se provider in

accor dancewith per formanceexpectationsset forth by thestateboard in which

student achievement isthe predominant criterion.

(4) Thestateboard shall createaprocessfor common coursenumbering

of all cour seslisted in thecour secatalogueand for deter miningwhether cour ses

are in compliance with R.S. 17:24.4. For courses offered by postsecondary

education institutionsthat ar eauthorized cour seproviders, thestateboar d shall

consult with the Board of Regents.

C. Not later than January 1, 2013, the state board shall create a

reciprocal teacher certification process for teacherswhoresidein other states

but who are employed by authorized course providers and teach virtual

education cour sesto satisfy thestatecertification r equirementspursuant toR.S.

17:17.1.

D. Prior to the 2013-2014 school year, the state board shall create a

cour se catalogue for all cour ses offered, by parish.
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84002.5. L ocal school systems; per course providers

A.(1) Each local school system shall establish policies and procedures

whereby for each €ligible funded student, except those defined in R.S.

17:4004(1)(c), or €ligible participating student attending public school:

(a) Credits earned through the per course provider shall appear on the

eligible funded student's or eligible participating student's official transcript

and count fully towar dstherequirements of any approved L ouisiana diploma.

(b) The €dligible funded student and the eligible participating student

attending a public school shall be administered thetests required pursuant to

RS 17:24.4.

(c) The €eligible funded student and the eligible participating student

attending public school shall receive all non-instructional and instructional

services which he would be entitled if attending the school in which he is

enrolled full timefor all courses, including by not limited to special education

services pursuant to the eligible funded student or eligible participating

student'slndividual Education Plan, and transportation and food servicesat the

samelevel provided to all studentswho areenrolled at theschool for all cour ses.

B. Each local public school system shall make available to all students

the cour se catalogue as provided by the state board during the annual cour se

enrollment processfor that local school system.

C. Nolocal publicschool system shall actively discour age, intimidate, or

threaten an eligible funded student or an €eligible participating student during

the cour se enrollment process or at any timefor that local school system.

D. The aggregate test scores of students who are enrolled in a course

pursuant tothisPart and in accor dance with Subsection A of this Section shall

be counted in the school performance scorefor the school in which the student

is enrolled full time. However, these test scores also shall be reported to and

published by the state Department of Education for each courseprovider in an

easy to under stand for mat and on the department's website.
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E. The dligible funded student, except for those defined in R.S.

4004(1)(c), and the €ligible participating student who is enrolled in a public

school shall enroll in at least one cour seat the school in which they areenrolled

full time.

F. The state board shall adopt rules necessary to implement this Part,

including but not limited tother equir ements of school gover ning authoritiesor

local school systems whose students enroll in courses offered by authorized

course providers.

84002.6. Per course providers; funding

A.(1) Theper courseprovider shall receilveaper cour seamount for each

eligible funded student.

(2) For purposes of this Part, the per cour se amount means an amount

equal tothemarket rate asdetermined by the cour se provider and reported to

the state Department of Education up to one-sixth of ninety percent of the per

pupil amount each year asdeter mined by theminimum foundation program for

the local school system in which the €ligible funded student resides. Any

remaining funds, except those specified in Par agr aph (3) of this Subsection, for

that student shall bereturned tothestateor tothelocal school system according

tothepro rata sharefor the per pupil amount each year as deter mined by the

minimum foundation program for thelocal school system in which the student

resides. Transfers of per course payments shall be made by the state

Department of Education on behalf of the responsible city or parish school

system in which the student resides to the authorized cour se provider.

(3) An amount egual to ten percent of the per pupil amount according

to the pro rata share as determined each year by the minimum foundation

program for thelocal school system in which the€ligiblefunded student resides

shall remain with thelocal school system in which the eligible funded student

isenrolled full time. Thesefundsshall beused to financeany administrativeor

operational costs to support students enrolled in courses offered by course
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providers, as determined by the state boar d.

(4) Par agraph (3) of this Subsection shall not apply to students defined

in R.S. 17:4004(1)(c). Theper cour seprovider shall receivepayment only for the

cour sesin which thestudent isenrolled in accor dancewith Subsection C of this

Section Theremaining fundsfor studentsdefined in R.S. 17:4004(1)(c) shall be

returned to the state or to thelocal public school system according to the pro

ratasharefor the per pupil amount each year asdetermined by the minimum

foundation program for the local school system in which the student resides.

The remaining funds for students defined in R.S. 17:4004(1)(d) shall remain

with theparticipating school in which thestudent isenr olled and in accor dance

with R.S. 17:4011 through 4025.

B. (1) The course provider may charge tuition to any eligible

participating student in an amount eqgual to the amount determined by the

course provider and reported to the state Department of Education in

accordance with Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section.

(2) The courseprovider shall accept the amount specified in Paragraph

(A)(2) of this Section as total tuition and fees for the eligible participating

student.

C.(1) Fifty percent of the amount of tuition to be paid or transferred

thr ough the minimum foundation program to the cour seprovider shall bepaid

or transferred upon student enrollment in a cour se and fifty percent shall be

paid or transferred upon cour se completion according to the published course

length.

(2) If a student does not complete a cour se according to the published

cour se length in which the per course provider hasreceived the first payment

pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the provider shall receive forty

per cent of the per cour seamount asdefined in Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section

only if thestudent completesthe courseand receives credit for the courseprior

to exiting or graduating from high school pursuant to RS 17:24.4.
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(3). Theremaining ten per cent of the per pupil amount accordingtothe

pro rata share as determined each year by the minimum foundation program

for thelocal public school system in which the eligible funded student resides

shall remain with theschool in which thedigiblefunded student isenrolled full

time. This shall bein addition to the ten percent specified in Paragraph (A)(3)

of this Section.

84011. Short title

This Chapter shall be known and may be cited as the " Student Scholarships
for Educational Excellence Act".
84012. Legidative findings

The legislature finds and declares that:

(1) Itisinthe public interest that all L ouisiana schoolchildren receive the
best education that its citizens can provide, and the state of Louisiana has the right,

responsibility, duty, and obligation to accomplish the objective of quality education

for all Louisianachildre

(2) Attendance of children at nonpublic schools constitutes compliancewith
the objectives of Louisianas compulsory attendance law; nonpublic schools in
Louisiana make a significant educational and economic contribution towards
meeting the goa of a quality education for every Louisiana school child; and
Louisiana has recognized and encouraged that contribution through providing
textbooks and transportation to students attending approved nonpublic schools for
many decades.

(3) Effective nonpublic schools exist in Louisianas school systems;

(4) Nonpublic schools can offer a quality education to students t-systems

that-are-academtecalty+rerists; and it isin the public interest to offer studentsin saeh

al systems the means of accessing the educational opportunities offered by
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nonpublic schools by providing them with scholarships to attend such schools.

(5) Academically acceptable public schools can serve asquality alternatives
for students attending low-performing public schools.
84013. Definitions

As used in this Chapter, unless otherwise clearly indicated, the following

terms shalh mean:

@ "

& "Department” means the state Department of Education.

3) (2) "Eligible student" means astudent who resides-withttrthegeographic
beundartesof-a-covereddistriet; in L ouisiana, isamember of afamily with atotal

income that does not exceed two hundred fifty percent of the current federal poverty
guidelines as established by the federa office of management and budget, and who
meets any one of the following criteria:

(a) Isentering kindergarten and hasenrolled in thelocal school system in

which thepublic school hewould haveother wiseattended islocated. Each local

school system shall conduct its annual kindergarten enrollment process and

shall report such enrollment tothedepartment prior totheprogram enrollment

pr ocess.
(b) Wasenrolled in apublic school tecated-within-a-covered-districtdtring

the-previots in L ouisiana on February first of the most recent school year ira
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program-ehtgible—grade and such school has—beenr—tdentified—as—academicalty

year pursuant to

the school and district accountability system.

(c) Received a scholarship pursuant to this Chapter in the previous school
year and : hermicealiaible.

) (3) "Participating school" means a nonpublic school that meets program
requirements and seeks to enroll scholarship recipients pursuant to this Chapter or

a public school

meets program requirements and seeks to enroll scholarship recipients pursuant to

this Chapter subject to any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the school

system in which the public school is located.

£5) (4) "Program’ meansthe Student Scholarshipsfor Educational Excellence
Program.

6y (5) "Scholarship” means the funds awarded to a parent or other lega
guardian on behalf of an €eligible student to attend a participating public or
nonpublic school pursuant to this Chapter.

A (6) "Scholarship recipient” means an €ligible student who is awarded a
scholarship pursuant to this Chapter.
84014. Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program; creation

The Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program is hereby
created and shall be administered by the state Bepartment of Education depar tment.
84015. Program administration

In administering the program pursuant to this Chapter, the department shall:

(1) Determine student eligibility for awar ding scholarships.

(2) Receive the notice of intent from schools seeking to participate in the

program; which shall include the number of available seats per grade, and
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qualify such schools for participation in the program;-ane-determine-the-rumberof

. For eligible public schools, the

notice of intent shall be submitted by the principal of the school with the

approval of thelocal superintendent. Thelocal school board shall delegatethe

authority to participatein the program to thelocal superintendent.

(3)(a) Accept applications from parents and-other or lega guardians of

eligiblestudentsand award schol arshipsto eligibl e studentswhe-sabmitapptications;

application shall indicate the parent or legal guardian's choice or choices of

participating schools.

(b) Intheevent therearemore eligible studentswho submit applicationsthan
there are available seats at participating schools for any grade, the department shall
ttihze conduct arandom selection processto award scholarshipsthat provides each

eligible student an equal opportunity for selection. However, the department may

agive preferenceto thefollowing:

(i) Siblings of students already enrolled in the participating school.

(ii) Students enrolled in the Nonpublic School Early Childhood

Development Program at the participating school.

(iii) Participating students transferring from an ineligible school

pursuant to R.S. 17:4015.

(c) For the purposes of the random selection process, twins, triplets,

quadruplets, and other such multiple births shall constitute oneindividual.

(4) Notify parents ane-other or legal guardians of eligible students who

applied for scholarships whether they have been awarded a scholarship and ef-the
process-that-must-be-foHowedto-enrot—+a placed at a particular participating

school. The scholar ship recipient shall be placed through the random selection

processand accordingtohisindicated pr eferencesasprovided in Paragraph (3)

of this Subsection. For thepur posesof this Section, aunified enrollment system

administered by the Recovery School District may be considered the random
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selection process. The department shall continuethe random selection process

until each seat isfilled prior tothe start of the school year.

(5 Remit scholarship payments to participating schools on behalf of a
scholarship recipient.

(6) Receive independent financial audits from participating nonpublic

schools as required by this-Chapter R.S. 17:4022(4).

{9)yProvide(7) Annually publish eachschotarshiprecipientancthetr parent
or—tega—guardran—with—a—t+st—of the following information for all schools

participating in the program: :

(a) The most recent agogregate average proficiency rates on state

assessments for scholar ship recipients enrolled at each participating school.

(b) A list of all public schoolswith aletter gradeof "C","D",or "F", or

any variation ther eof.

(c) Therateat which scholar ship recipientsfinish thehighest gradelevel

offered at a participating school, by entering cohort.
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(d) Theretention ratefor scholarship recipients.

(f) Theper centageof parentsor legal guar diansof scholar ship recipients

who are satisfied with the participating school.

263 (8)(a) Place any participating school that failsto comply with the audit
provisions pursuant to R.S. 17:4022(4) on probation for a period of one year during
which such school shall not be permitted to enroll additional scholarship recipients.

(b) If such school hasreteometrto isnot in full compliance by the end of
the one-year probationary period, the school shall be ineligible to participate in the
program until such time as the department has determined that the school isin full
compliance.

(c) The department shall assist any scholarship recipient attending a school
that is netonger—etigibte ineligible to participate in the program to-transfer in
transferring to another participating school, provided such school has sufficient
capacity at the appropriate grade level.

84016. Scholarship amounts; funding

A.Thestateboard shall allocateannually from theminimum foundation

program an Fhe amount per pupil to each participating school equal to the

amount allocated per student to the local school system in which the

participating student resides. This amount shall be counted toward the

equitable allocation of funds appropriated to parish and city school systems as

provided in Article VIII, Section 13(B) of the state constitution. ef—the

from-combined-state-ancHoeal-sourees | f or the maximum amount of tuition plus

incidental or supplementary fees that are charged to non-scholarship students
enrolled in such school and any costs incurred in administering the tests required

pursuant to R.S. 17:4023 islessthan theamount allocated per student tothelocal

school system in which the student resides, whichever+stess—any remaining

fundsshall bereturned tothestateor tothelocal public school system in which
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the scholarship recipient attended or otherwise would be attending public

school for that year according to the pro rata share for the per pupil amount

each year as determined by the minimum foundation program for the local

public school system in which the scholar ship recipient attended or otherwise

would be attending public school for that year.

B. Transfersof scholar ship paymentsshall bemadeby the Department

of Education on behalf of the responsible city or parish school districts to

eligible nonpublic and €ligible public schools. Fhe-amotnt-of-the-schetarship

C. fFer If a scholarship recipient whoe—+s enrolled in a participating

nonpublic school would have been entitled to receive specia education services

otherwise beattending, hisparent or legal guardian shall indicatein writing, as

part of the enrollment process, one of the following:

(1) That the scholarship recipient's parent or legal guardian revokes

consent for the participating student to receive such services from either the

nonpublic participating school or the local school system in which the

scholar ship recipient otherwise would be attending. declines to receive such

services.

(2)(a) That the scholar ship recipient will receive such servicesfrom the

participating nonpublic schoal if the school chooses to offer such services. In
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such case the nonpublic school may charge a higher tuition for students

receiving such services, the state board shall allocate annually from the

minimum foundation program an amount per pupil to each participating school

egual to a special education tuition amount based on the cost of providing

special education services identified for that student to the nonpublic

participating school. This amount shall be in addition to the nonpublic

participating school's maximum scholarship payment as described in

Subsections (A) and (B) of this Section but the total of the payment and the

special education tuition shall not exceed the amount allocated for that student

to the local school system if the student otherwise would be attending public

school.

((b) To offer special education services pursuant to Item (a) of this

Subsection, a nonpublic participating school shall meet all of the following

eligibility criteria:

(i) Has existed and provided educational services to students with

exceptionalities as defined in R.S. 17:1942. excluding students deemed to be

qifted or talented, for at least two years prior to participation in the program

and such provision of services shall be pursuant to an established program in

place at the school that includes instruction by teachers holding appropriate

certification in special education or other appropriate education or training as

defined by thedepartment and that isin accor dancewith astudent's| ndividual

Education Plan and rulesand regulationsdeveloped asrequir ed in this Section.

(ii) I n accordancewith timelinesasdeter mined by thedepartment, each

nonpublic participating school choosingto offer special education servicesshall

inform thedepartment of thetypesof student exceptionalitiesasdefined in R.S.

17:1942 that the school iswilling to serve.

thetegtstaturefrontthestategenerat-fune: Each scholar ship recipient isamember
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of the local public school system in which he attended or otherwise would be

attending public school for that school year. Prior tothe program enrollment

processand in accordancewith atimeline specified by the department for this

pur pose, students entering kinder garten shall enroll in the member ship of the

local public school system in which they otherwise would be attending public

school for that school year. Each local public school system shall conduct its

annual kindergarten enrollment processin accordance with the department's

time line and shall report such enroliment to the department prior to the

program enrollment process.

84017. Payment of scholarships

A. The Department—ofEdudcation department shall remit scholarship

payments directly to each participating school on behalf of the parent or ether legal
guardian of ascholarship recipient. The parent or ether legal guardian shall assign
the full value of the scholarship to the participating school.

B. The amount to be paid for a scholarship shall be divided into four equal
payments to be made to each participating school in September, Nevember;

December, February, and May of each school year. Payments shall be based on per

pupil count dates as determined by the department. No refunds shall be madeto the
department or to the parent or ether legal guardian if the scholarship recipient
withdraws from the program or is otherwise not enrolled prior to the next count date.

Theschool in which the scholar ship recipient isenrolled on the next count date

shall receive the next payment.

§4018. Student eigibility
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B- Scholarshiprecipientsshall remaineligibleto receive scholarshipsineach

succeeding year that they remain enrolled in a participating school through grade

2009-2010—Student-ehigibitity—eontintes Eligibility shall continue if a stuedent

recipient transfers from one participating school to another participating school.

84020. School participation; application

A. Participationinthisprogram by aschool isvoluntary, and nothingin this
Chapter shall ret be construed to authorize any additional regulation of participating
schools beyond that specifically authorized by this Chapter.

B. Any school that wishes to participate in the program and enroll
scholarship recipientsannually shall notify the department of itsintent to participate
in the program by February first of the previous school year; except that for the
2008-2009 2012-2013 school year, aschool that seeksto participate in the program
shall notify the department of its intent to participate not later than Juty-36,2008:

June 30, 2012. The notice shall specify the number of seats the school will have

availablefor scholarship recipients at each grade level and the maximum amount of

tuition attributable to each available seat, as applicable.

84021. School €ligibility

A. Tobeédigibleto participatein the program, anonpublic school shall meet
al of the following criteria:

(1) Be approved, provisionally approved, or probationally approved by the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education pursuant to R.S. 17:11.

(2) Comply withthecriteriaset forthin Brumfield, et al. v. Dodd, et a. 425

F. Supp. 528.
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(3)(@) Enrollment of scholarship recipientsin aparticipating school that has
been in operation for less than two years shall not exceed twenty percent of such
school's total student enrollment.

(b) The department may grant awaiver of thisrequirement to a participating

school if at least one of thefollowing criteriais met:

(i) the The governing authority of sueh the school demonstrates a proven
record of successful operation of other schools.

(ii) _The governing authority of the school demonstrates its financial

viability by submitting to the department a letter of credit or a surety bond

from an accredited financial institution authorized to do businessin this state.

B. To be €eligible to participate in the program, a public school shall be

bte havereceived aletter gradeof "A" or

"B", or any variation thereof, for the most recent school year pursuant to the

A school and district

accountability system.

C. Scholarship recipients enrolled in aparticipating school that failsto meet
theeligibility criteriaestablished in this Section may transfer to another participating
school for the succeeding school year without loss of eligibility, and such studerts
recipients shall be given preference for enrollment at other participating schools.

84022. Participating schools; requirements

Each participating school shall:

2y Usean open admissionsprocessin enrolling scholarship recipientsin the

program and shall not require any additional eligibility criteria other than those

specified in R.S. 17:4013(3)(2). tnthe-eventthat—there-are-more—schetarshtp
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3—Netify (2) Within ten business days of the first day of school as

determined by the participating school, notify the department of scholarship

recipients enrolled.

) (3) Submit to the department an independent financial audit of the school
conducted by acertified public accountant who has been approved by thelegidative
auditor. Such audit shall be accompanied by the auditor's statement that the report
is free of material misstatements and fairly presents the participating school's
maximum tuition or actual cost of educating astudent pursuanttoR.S. 17:4016. The
audit shall belimited in scope to those records necessary for the department to make
scholarship payments to the participating school and shall be submitted to the
legislative auditor for review and investigation of any irregularitiesor audit findings.
The participating school shall return to the state any fundsthat the legislative auditor
determines were expended in a manner inconsistent with state law or program
regulations. The cost of such audit shall be paid by the department from funds
appropriated by the legidature to implement the provisions of this Chapter.

£5) (4) Accept the scholarship amounts provided to scholarship recipientsas

full payment of all educational costs, includingincidental or supplementary fees; that
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are charged to al enrolled students; including but not limited to meals, field trips,

and before- or after-school care.

sueh-stueents Allow scholar ship recipientsto remain enrolled in the school for the

duration of the school year at no additional cost to the state or the recipients

parents or legal guardiansif the school voluntarily withdraws from the program

However, students a scholarship recipient may be expelled from the school

according to the school's discipline policy er—disauattfied—from—enrcHiment—n

by—the—department—tn—the—event— and shall report such dismissal to the

department within two business days of such dismissal. |If funding is not

availableto continue the program, the participating school shall allow a scholarship
recipient to remain enrolled in such school, provided such stuelent r ecipient meets
the school's requirements for continued enrollment and the-student's his parent or
legal guardian assumes responsibility for paying the tuition and fees charged to all
students enrolled in the school.

A (6) Prior to enrollment, inform the parent or ether legal guardian of a
scholarship recipient of any and all rules, policies, and procedures of such school,
including but not limited to academic policies, disciplinary rules, and procedures of
theschool. Enrollment of ascholarship recipient inaparticipating school constitutes
acceptance of any such rules, policies, and procedures of such school.

84023. Testing

A participating nonpublic school shall ensurethat scholarship recipientsare

administered all examinationsrequired pursuant to thetotistanaSchootandDistrict

Aceotntabtity-System school and district accountability system at the prescribed

gradelevelsthe

examthattons and that theresults of such examinations ar e provided to par ents
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or legal guardians.

84024. Reports

TheBepartmentof-Edueation depar tment annually shall report to the Senate
Committee on Education, the House Committee on Education, and the Joint
L egislative Committee on the Budget regarding the implementation of the program,
including the number of eligible students receiving scholarships, a list of
participating schools and the number of scholarship recipients each such school
enrolled, and aggregate test result datafor the scholarship recipientsenrolled in each
participating school.
84025. Rules

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall adopt and
promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure
Act to implement the provisions of this Chapter.
Section 2. R.S. 17:3991(B)(9) and 3996(A)(16) and (B)(4) are hereby repealed in

their entirety.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Alan Miller.

DIGEST

Proposed law revisesthe Student Scholarshipsfor Educational Excellent Progroam to make
it astatewide program and to otherwiserevise. Revisesthe charter school law to providefor
a program under which nonprofit corporations may be certified as charter authorizers and
to providerelativeto school s chartered by such authorzers. Further providesfor chartersfor
per course providers and generaly liberalizes the process for granting charters. Provides
relativeto thetransfer of schoolsto the Recover School District pursuant to apetition signed
by parents. Provides relative to foreign language immersion programs.

(Amends R.S. 17:158(A)(1), 3973(3) through (6), 3981(4), 3982(A)(1)(a) and (2),
3983(A)(3)(a), (4)(a), (b), and (d), (B)(2), (D), and (G), 3991(B)(3) and (13), (C)(1)(c)(iv)
and (6), (D)(2)(a)(i), and (H), 3992(A)(1), 3995(A)(1)(intro. para.) and (), 3996(C) and (G),
3998, 4001(A) and (C)(1) and (2), and 4011 through 4025; Adds 17:10.5(F), 3973(2)(b)(vi),
(7), and (8), 3981(7) and (8), 3981.1, 3981.2, 3982(A)(3) and (4), 3983(A)(2)(d) and (3)(d),
3992(D), and 4002 through 4007; Repeals R.S. 17:3991(B)(9), 3996(A)(16) and (B)(4))
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